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quent reference is made to the decisions of other State courts. 
We recommend the book both to students and practitioners. 

Outlines of Legal History. By Archer M. White, of the Mid- 
dle Temple, First Lecture Prizeman of the Inns of Court, Lon- 
don. Cloth, 250 pages. Price$>2.oo. Macmillan & Co. , New York. 

This handy little volume in no wise pretends to be a complete 
history of English law, but it furnishes the English student, 
preparing for his final bar examination, a concise and clear out- 
line of such a history. The book is similar to those of the Stu- 
dent's Series published in this country. The intent of the author 
has been to familiarize the English student with the courts by 
which the existing law is administered, with their origin and his- 
tory. The present legal system is briefly described, giving the 
student a clear idea of the law of the day. The author then 
traces the development of that law through the old institutions 
which were important in developing it to its present form. The 
Saxon system, as the cradle of English law, is treated separately 
and the distinctions of the Norman system and the changes due 
to that system pointed out. The last chapter of the book is 
devoted to a summary of some leading legal principles. These 
topics are discussed chronologically which is of great advantage 
to the student. 

Handbook on the Construction and Interpretation of Laws. By 
Henry Campbell Black, M.A. 1 volume, sheep, 438 pp. Price 
$3.75 delivered. West Publishing Co., St. Paul, Minn. 1896. 

This is the eleventh volume of the Hornbook series, and 
the second which has been contributed thereto by Mr. Black, 
who is so well known to the legal profession as the author of 
Black's Law Dictionary. It is a condensed statement of the rules 
which govern the construction of written laws, statutory and con- 
stitutional, and the cardinal principle which the author seeks to 
impress is that the interpretation should follow the intent of the 
legislator. This difference between strict and liberal construc- 
tion he has aimed to reduce to a minimum. The case references 
are not over numerous, and many cases appear in the body of the 
text from courts and States whose authority on the construction 
of laws, however great locally, cannot be of much weight 
throughout the profession at large. The general principles are 
stated with clearness and conciseness, and the elaboration of them 
is as full as the size of the work admits of. The arrangement 
and typography are similar to the others of the same series that 
are familiar as text books to the students of this school. 



